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The Diamond Jubilee Circular Walk links
Whiteshill and Ruscombe, following ancient
pathways through fields and woodland,
and along roads and tracks. Numbered
waymarkers designed by Whiteshill Primary
School pupils make the route easy to follow.
The walk starts and ends at the Village Shop &
Coffee Bar. Established in 1998 it is open seven
days a week (mornings only at weekends) and
is staffed entirely by volunteers. From the car
park, playing fields and childrens’ play area
there are wonderful views across the valley to
Frocester Hill.
Start by walking past the Scout Hut (Whiteshill
Guide & Scout Headquarters) and emerge
10 onto Lower Street at the former Whiteshill
Post Office. Once one of the smallest post
offices in the country, it closed in 2005.
Walk up Bell Pitch and cross the Main Road.
On the corner of the Main Road and Upper
Kitesnest is the former Woodcutters Arms.
A pub since before 1887, it closed in 2008
and is now a private house. In front of it is the
small village green.
Follow Upper Kitesnest then Lower Kitesnest
until the path turns right to join the track
leading away from the 18th century stone
farmhouse of Kite’s Nest Farm. Looking across
the fields there are views of the Painswick
Valley beyond.
Turn left across a stile at the waymarker to
go downhill and cross the stream (may be
muddy). Follow the path uphill and join a
track. Turn right to go downhill and cross the
stream again to join Stokenhill Lane.
Walk to Main Road and turn left past
St Paul’s Parish Church.
Follow The Plain, passing the Village Hall
(originally known as the Whiteshill Institute).
Opposite the hall is the building that once
housed the girls’ school before it amalgamated
with the boys’ school at the current Whiteshill
Primary School site.
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Turn right off The Plain at the waymarker to
head downhill. Cross Ruscombe Brook and
walk uphill to join Bread Street. The origin of
the name Bread Street is unknown. There are
unconfirmed references to it being originally
known as Broad Street, or perhaps the name
came from a baker, Walter Smith, who was
resident there in 1894. Locals also believe it
may have been named after communal bread
ovens in some of the houses along the street.
Continue past Ruscombe Farm on the right.
The farm was once the centre of village
life, passing through several generations
of the Gardner family from 1532 into the
18th century. The present building dates
from about 1600. By 1842 Ruscombe Farm
covered 224 acres and was the largest in the
western part of the parish of Stroud. A corn
mill, the highest mill on Ruscombe Brook,
was recorded at the farm as early as 1439.
It had been demolished by 1819.
Stay on the road as it
curves towards the head
of the valley to pass
the Diamond Gallery.
Established as a flexible
community Gallery and
Art Space in 2012, the
converted telephone box
at Double Spout exhibits
local art and information.
It is open 24 hours a day.
There was a pub at Ludlow Green between
1891 and 1972. It is now a private house, on
your left, and is distinguished by traces of the
former pub sign on its brick frontage.
Turn left up steps at the waymarker and
follow the path along the edge of the beech
woodland of Light Wood. Look out for sweet
woodruff, wild garlic and bluebells in Spring.
To the left are lovely views down Ruscombe
Valley. Turn sharp right at a telegraph pole
and walk uphill. Pass a house on the left and
turn left uphill onto Lightwood Lane. Turn
right and walk past houses on your right. At
the top of Zion Hill, just before a house on the
left, turn left to follow the steps uphill.
Walk uphill through the woods and emerge
into a field. Follow the waymarkers down the
steep path of The Throat. Turn left onto the
road at Ruscombe Chapel. Walk uphill and
bear right onto Lower Street. Pass the former
Co-op on your left. Turn right at The Shard
and retrace your steps back to the shop.

The civil parish of Whiteshill and Ruscombe was created in 1894 and
lies in the Cotswolds between Stroud and Gloucester. It currently has
a population of just over 1,200 and has seen a decline during the last
century from a population of 1,695 in 1891. As the name suggests,
the countryside around Whiteshill is far from flat – there is a height
difference of over 500 feet (152 m) from the lowest point in the parish
to the highest point.
Seen from the valley, Whiteshill and Ruscombe is set against a
skyline of trees which stand on the edge of the limestone Cotswold
escarpment. Stone was once quarried at several sites in the parish,
and the remains of quarrying can still be seen. Springs emerge from
the escarpment and join to form Ruscombe Brook. These springs were
once the only source of water for the villagers.

Rather than developing around a medieval heart, the parish started as
clusters of random cottages often built around the springs or wells on
the sides of old track ways that contour round the hillside. The village
has continued to grow slowly along the old tracks with individual
or small groups of houses gradually filling in the spaces between
older properties. This development pattern has led to a spread out
settlement that encompasses a wide range of building styles.
In the early 20th century there were six pubs, along with the Co-op and
two other general stores, a butchers and a fish and chip shop. Today
many of these facilities have gone but it is still a vibrant community.
The village shop and playing fields, St. Paul’s Church, village hall,
scout hut, school and The Star Inn are all at the heart of the modernday community.

Ruscombe is tucked into the Ruscombe
valley overlooking Stroud, the name
originates from ‘combe’ meaning ‘a hollow’
and ‘rus’ is derived from either ‘brushwood’
or ‘rush’, presumably referring to the flow
of the brook. Most of the settlement is along the road that runs along
the edge of the valley passing through evocative areas such as Middle
Spring, Bread Street, Primrose Hill, Double Spout and Ludlow Green.

Whiteshill lies along a ridge between the
valleys of Painswick and Ruscombe. The
road through the village curves past several
notable buildings.

Ruscombe Pond – World War II Wellington bomber crash site
In the early hours of 30th January 1943, a Wellington bomber
crashed near Ruscombe pond whilst on a leaflet dropping operation.
All five of the crew
were killed. The aircraft
was buried deep in
the marshy bank and
recovery of the bodies
took some time. All
of the wreckage was
eventually removed.
A plaque was placed
in Ruscombe Chapel
in 1993 in memory of
the crew members
that died.
Ruscombe Chapel was founded in 1828 as a Congregational chapel,
built out of concern for the moral welfare of the local inhabitants.
The burial ground was added in 1876. With a congregation between
200 and 300 the chapel developed a strong Sunday School tradition
and in 1934 a new Sunday School was built next to it.

The Star Inn
This traditionally built Cotswold stone inn
was originally built in 1670 as a house but
has traded as The Star Inn since 1782. It
is now a Grade II listed building. There
is a choice of real ales straight from the
barrel and four star accommodation in
the adjacent cottages.
The War Memorial
Standing on the corner of Main Road
and Field Road, the War Memorial is in
commemoration of local people who died
during the two World Wars. A service
takes place annually at the memorial on
Remembrance Sunday.
Whiteshill Primary School
The main school building, as it is today,
was built in 1887. Whiteshill originally had two schools, one each for
boys and girls. The boys’ school was sited at the current school and the
girls’ school was opposite the Village Hall and is now private housing.
The schools amalgamated in 1932 or 1933. Average attendance in
1936 was 162, falling to 85 in 1971 and rising again to 95 in 2012.
St. Paul’s Parish Church
The village church of
St. Paul’s, with its square
west tower, was built
between 1839 and 1841 as
part of a campaign to reform
the moral standards of the
area. In 1844 the hamlets
of Whiteshill and Ruscombe
became
a
separate
ecclesiastical parish. The
following year a vicarage
was erected on The Plain by
public subscription.

WHITESHILL
&
RUSCOMBE
DIAMOND JUBILEE
CIRCULAR WALK

This circular walk has been created to take in all that
is best in the countryside in and around the parish of
Whiteshill & Ruscombe. It is a walk of approximately
4.5 miles (7.2 km) taking about 2 – 3 hours to
complete. Although it does include some steep hills,
it is a pleasant ramble through typically beautiful
Cotswold countryside.
Produced by Whiteshill & Ruscombe Parish Council.
Supported by
the Stroud District Council’s Diamond Jubilee Grant Scheme.
Special thanks also to
D.M. Foundries Ltd of Stroud for creating the waymarkers.

